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INTRODUCTION 


The  rural  school  is  probably  the  most  neglected  part  of  our 
educational  system,  and  the  yard  is  often  the  most  neglected  part  of 
the  rural  school.  Usually  the  house  is  built,  a  few  stumps  removed 
from  the  space  directly  in  front  of  the  door,  ana  oftentimes  no 
further  thought  is  given  it. 

The  school  is  often  given  its  location  because  the  land  is 
not  suitable  for  any  other  purpose. 

It  is  still  the  custom  in  some  communities  for  \he  teacher 
and  pupils  to  spend  the  first  two  weeks  scraping  every  sprig  of 
grass  off  the  school  yard,  so  the  girls  on  Friday  afternoon  may  take 
the  brush  brooms  and  sweep  the  yard  clean.  The  same  amount 
of  work  spent  in  sodding,  the  part  of  the  yard  near  the  steps, 
which  has  been  worn  clean  by  the  running  in  and  out,  would  make 
the  humblest  school  house  attractive. 

Trees  set  out  around  the  fence  and  in  the  yard  so  as  not  to 
interfere  with  the  various  games  will  add  much  to  the  comfort  and 
beauty  of  any  school  ground. 

Honeysuckle  vine  if  planted  every  eight  or  ten  feet  along  the 
fence,  will  within  a  year  or  so,  entirely  cover  it. 

The  recess  periods  are  perhaps  the  most  important  periods 
of  the  day  and  teachers  and  pupils,  all,  should  be  on  the  play- 
ground. 

The  various  games  should  be  assigned  to  places  where  they 
will  not  interfere  with  other  games  in  other  spaces. 

Basket  ball,  volley  ball,  tennis,  croquet,  etc.,  should  be  as- 
signed permanent  locations.  There  should  also  be  a  place  for 
marbles  and  if  the  school  is.  large  enough  there  should,  by  all 
means  be  a  baseball  diamond. 

The  apparatus  described  in  this  bulletin  is  all  very  simple. 
It  can  be  easily  and  quickly  made  with  a  few  tools,  and  at  small 
cost. 

Some  lumberman  in  your  school  community  will  likely  do- 
nate the  lumber  or  will  give  it  as  a  greatly  reduced  price.  If  there 
is  no  mill  near,  then  poles  from  the  woods  may  be  used  instead  of 
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lumber.  If  poles  are  used  the  bark  should  be  peeled  off  so  they 
may  be  painted. 

The  chains,  nails,  etc.,  will  be  donated  by  the  pupils  who 
have  things  at  their  homes.  Your  Parent  Teacher's  Association 
will  help  in  raising  the  money  for  the  materials,  too. 

The  work  is  to  be  done  under  the  supervision  of  the  teacher 
by  the  students,  before  and  after  school,  at  recesses,  or  on  Satur- 
day. 

Credit  that  will  count  on  a  certificate  or  diploma  the  same  as 
resident  work  will  be  given  by  the  Mississippi  Normal  College  to 
the  teacher  who  has  this  equipment  for  his  school. 

HOW  TO  SECURE  CREDIT  FOR  WORK. 

Immediately  upon  completing  play  ground  equipment  report 
to  the  college,  by  filling  out  blank  below. 

Have  the  report  signed  by  your  County  Superintendent  or 
trustees  of  school. 

The  report  should  be  accompanied  by  a  picture  of  the  play- 
ground, if  possible. 

No  credit  will  be  given  for  work  unless  the  report  is  properly 
filled  out  and  mailed  from  the  school  immediately  following  com- 
pletion of  equipment. 

Address  all  reports  to  Manual  Training  Department,  Missis- 
sippi Normal  College,  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi. 

I  certify  that School  of 

county  has  been  supplied  with  the  fol- 
lowing playground  apparatus:  sand-bin,  see-saw,  swings,  chinning 
bars,  giant  stride,  flying  rings,  and  bar  jumping  pit  and  jumping 
guage,  parallel  bars,  over-head  ladder  and  slide;  (underscore  the 
ones  that  have  been  supplied).  The  underscored  equipment  was 
made  during  191  __,  session  of  school,  under  my  direction  and  su- 
pervision. 

All  equipment  has  been  given  two  coats  of  paint. 


Teacher. 
I  certify  that  the  above  report  is  correct. 


County  Superintendent  or  Trustee. 
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SAND   BIN 

The  sand  bin  is  the  mother  of  the  play  grould  equipment. 
From  the  time  he  enters  school  until  he  is  ten  or  twelve  years  old 
the  sand  bin  furnishes  any  child  with  entertainment  and  delight. 

One  should  be  on  every  school  ground  in  Mississippi. 

Some  lumber  mill  will  likely  furnish  you  the  lumber  free. 
You  and  your  larger  boys  can  build  it  in  an  hour's  time.  On 
Saturday  some  boy  who  has  a  team  will  fill  it  with  clean  sand. 

As  the  bin  is  for  small  children  it  should  be  placed  in  some 
retired  part  of  the  school  yard.  If  possible  it  should  be  placed  in 
the  shade,  as  the  sand  will  get  too  dry  and  hot. 
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Stock  Bill. 

2  Pieces  2"x8"xl2' 
2  pieces  2"x8"xl4' 
2  pieces  2"xl0"xl2' 
2  pieces  2"xl0"xl4' 

Directions  for  Assembling. 
Select  heart  material  and  cut  to  proper  lengths. 
Nail  the  2xl0's  together  edgewise,  so  as  to  form  a  rectangular 
pen.     Next  nail  on  the  pieces  of  2x8's  to  form  seat  or  moulding 
board. 

Paint  white  or  some  color  that  will  harmonize  with  the 
other  equipment. 

It  may  be  used  as  a  sand  table.  The  moulding  board  makes  a 
convenient  seat  for  pupils  while  the  teacher  is  telling  the  story 
or  giving  instructions. 


MISSISSIPPI  NORMAL  COLLEGE 

SEE-SAW 

3  pieces  5"x5"x50"  post. 

4  pieces  2"x8"xl4"  support  and  three  see-saw  boards. 
12  pieces  I"xl2"xl6"  hand  holds. 

6  pieces  I"x3"x8"  cleats. 


i         i,i 


i_! L 


~r 


S££~  SAW 


r-/^"~^e'4 — 50 ' j-e"-^ 5  o " f&Jf-  i<t\ 


J — T 


*'Ai 


-Gn^rrtrd — filfe" 


Support 


7T 

f      s» 


\ 


Top  fdqe. 


Directions   for  Assembling 

Gut  out  notches  in  post  for  the  2"x8"  support  as  shown  in 
drawing. 

Lay  out  notches  on  2"x8"  support  and  cut  out.  These  notches 
keep  the  see-saw  boards  in  their  places. 

Put  post  in  ground,  the  proper  distance  apart,  and  so  that 
26  or  27  inches  of  post  will  project  above  the  ground.  If  see-saws 
are  made  higher  than  this  they  are  unsafe  for  small  children. 

Next  cut  hand  holds  and  cleats.  Shape  ends  of  hand  holds 
to  they  will  be  comfortable  to  the  hand  when  grasping  them. 

Square  the  ends  of  the  three  pieces  of  2"x8"  that  are  to  be 
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used  as  the  see-saw  boards.  On  one  side  in  the  center  nail  the 
two  cleats  so  there  will  be  three  inches  of  space  hetween  them; 
on  opposite  side  of  boards  on  which  the  children  sit.  This  makes 
it  more  comfortable. 

Lay  the  see  saw  boards  across  the  support  in  the  notches 
made  for  them. 

The  notches  in  the  support  keep  the  board  from  slipping 
together.  The  cleats  underneath  the  boards  keep  the  boards  from 
sliding  from  end  to  end. 

The  hand  holds  make  the  see-saws  much  safer  and  should 
not  be  left  off. 

Paint  the  see-saw  the  color  of  other  play-ground  equipment. 


SWINGS 
Stock  Bill 

2  pieces  6"x6"xl6'  post — round  poles  from  woods  will  serve. 

1  pieces  6"x6"xl2'  post — round  poles  from  woods  will  serve. 

2  pieces  2"x6"xl0'  foundation  for  braces. 
4  pieces  2"x4"xl2'  braces. 

2  pieces  I%"x6xl6"  swing  board  or  seat. 
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Directions   for   Assembling 

Cut  out  notches  in  ends  of  posts  and  support.  Dig  holes  five 
feet  deep  and  twelve  feet  apart  for  post.  Put  post  in  holes,  tamp 
well  and  make  sure  that  posts  are  in  line  and  are  plumb. 

Nail  on  support,  using  20  penny  nails.  Level  off  ground. 
Lay  the  two  pieces  of  2x6  and  mail  in  place  by  nailing  to  post  and 
2x6. 

Cut  the  two  boards  for  seats,  bore  a  hole  in  either  end  of 
each  board  large  enough  to  permit  the  rope  or  chain  to  pass 
through  easily. 

Next  put  up  chains  or  rope  for  swings,  letting  them  come 
through  hole  at  one  end  of  seat,  underneath  it  and  up  and  through 
board  at  other  end. 

The  seat  boards  should  have  a  strip  of  old  belting  or  rubber 
hose  nailed  to  edges.  This  makes  a  blow  from  swing  board  less 
dangerous  if  some  one  should  run  in  front  and  be  struck  by  it. 

Paint  the   color   of  other  play-ground   equipment. 
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Stock  Bill 


I  pole  20  or  22  feet  long. 

1  wagon  wheel  and  thimble. 

4  chains  or  ropes  10  or  12  feet  long. 

Directions   for   Assembling 

Select  a  strong  second-hand  wagon  wheel  and  thimble. 
The  local  blacksmith  will  likely  give  it  to  you,  as  it  is  to  be 
used  for  school  purposes.  There  are  usually  from  twenty  to  thirty 
wheels  around  every  blacksmith  shop  rotting  out. 

He  will  probably  shape  end  of  pole  and  fasten  the  thimble 
on  for  you.    It  is  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  work. 

Attach  wheel,  then  fasten  four  ropes  equally  spaced,  by  tieing 
around  rim  and  over  spoke.  The  rope  should  be  long  enough  to 
come  within  two  or  three  feet  of  the  ground  when  pole  is  raised. 
Give  wheel  and  pole  two  or  three  coats  of  paint. 

Dig  the  hole  large  enough  so  the  pole  will  slide  in  easily 
when  pole  is  raised.  Make  sure  the  pole  is  plumb,  then  tamp  the 
dirt  well  around  the  pole. 

By  tamping  concrete  around  pole  and  letting  it  stand  several 
days  before  using  will  make  the  pole  firmer  and  stronger. 

Knots  may  be  tied  in  ropes  so  as  to  make  it  easier  for  the 
children  to  hold  on. 

Galvanized  well  chain  used  in  place  of  rope  will  eliminate 
the  danger  of  the  rope  breaking  and  may  be  left  up  during 
summer  vacation.  It  will  cost  more  at  first  but  will  prove  more 
economical  in  the  end. 

Be  sure  to  inspect  the  ropes  and  wheel  once  every  week. 
Failure  to  do  so  might  result  in  a  broken  arm  or  leg. 
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CHINING  BARS 
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Stock  Bill 

2  pieces  6"x6"xl4'  post 
1  piece  6"x6"xl2'  post. 

3  pieces  2"x6"x5'  ground  pieces  of  brace. 
6  pieces  2"x4"x8'  braces 

1  piece  l1^"  or  \W  gas  pipe  6'  or  7'  long 
1  piece  l1^"  or  1%"  gas  pipe  4'  or  5'  long 

Directions   for   Assembling 

Bore  holes,  the  size  of  the  pipe,  in  top  end  of  the  three  posts. 
In  the  middle  pole  two  holes  should  be  bored  as  indicated  in 
drawing,  the  lower  one  to  correspond  to  hole  in  short  post. 

Stand  posts  in  holes,  level  and  plumb;  run  pipes  through 
holes  bored  for  them.  Tamp  dirt  well  around  post.  Nail  on  pieces 
of  2x6  as  shown  in  drawing.    Cut  and  nail  on  braces. 

Give  two  or  three  coats  of  paint. 

The  higher  bar  is  for  the  older  boys  and  the  lower  one  for 
the  younger  boys.  The  heights  should  be  made  to  accommodate 
the  greatest  number  of  boys. 
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Stock  Bill 

4  pieces  4"x4"x7'  or  10'  for  posts. 

2  pieces  2"x4"x30"  for  brace. 

2  pieces  1%"  or  1%"  pipe  66"  for  bars. 

Directions   for   Assembling 

Cut  post  to  proper  length.  Give  two  or  three  coats  of  paint. 
About  three  inches  from  one  end  of  post  bore  hole  the  size  of  pipe 
used. 

Dig  holes  the  proper  depth  and  spaced  as  indicated  in  the 
drawing.  Set  post  in  holes  and  put  in  the  pipes,  or  bars.  See 
that  the  bars  are  parallel  and  level.  Tamp  the  dirt  well  in  holes 
and  nail  on  the  pieces  of  2x4  braces  as  shown  in  drawing. 

The  bars  should  be  of  such  height  as  will  accommodate  the 
greatest  number  of  students.  The  height  may  be  determined  by 
measuring  from  the  floor  to  half  way  between  waist  and  shoulder 
of  students. 

The  pipe  may  be  secured  from  a  mill,  gin,  or  some  man  who 
has  running l  water  in  his  home.  Pipe  that  has  burst  and  is  not 
fit  to  use  for  water  or  steam  will  serve  just  as  well  as  new  pipe. 
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FLYING  RINGS  AND  BARS 


Stock  Bill 

3  pieces  6"x6"xl4'  for  post  and  support 

2  pieces  2"x6"x6'  for  ground  pieces  of  braces. 

4  pieces  2"x4"x8'  for  braces. 
2  six  or  eight  inch  rings. 

4  pieces  of  copper  chain  48"  long. 
1  bar  36"  long. 


Directions   for   Assembling 

Cut  notches  in  end  of  post  for  support.  Nail  support  to  post. 
Dig  holes  and  set  posts  in  place,  plumb  and  level  support.  Tamp 
the  dirt  well  around  post. 

Nail  on  2x6  pieces  on  ground  and  to  post,  as  indicated  in 
drawing.  Cut  and  nail  braces  on  .  Fasten  rings  and  bar  in  place. 
Wrap  the  lower  half  of  ring  with  tape  or  cloth  so  they  will  not 
wear  the  hands  of  the  boys. 

Give  frame,  bar  and  rings  two  coats  of  paint. 
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OVER  HEAD  LADDER. 
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Stock  Bill 

4  pieces  4"x4"xl0'  post. 

8  pieces  I"x2"x22"  cleats  for  ends 

8  piece  I"x2"x22"  rungs  for  ladder 


Directions   for   Assembling 

Cut  notches  in  top  end  of  post  for  rails  of  ladder.    Set  post 
in  ground,  properly  spaced  and  tamp  well. 
Nail  on  cleats. 

Make  an  ordinary  ladder  using  the  rails  and  rungs. 
Fit  ladder  into  notches  cut  for  it.    Nail  securely. 
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GUAGE  FOR  JUMPING  PIT. 


JUMPING  PIT    &UA&E 
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Slock  Bill 

2  pieces  2"x2"xl4'  for  post 
6  pieces  2"x2"x2'  braces. 
1  piece  2"x4"xl2'  take  off  board. 
1  string,  two  small  weights. 


Directions   for   Assembling 

In  the  two  posts  drive  nails  every  inch,  beginning  thirty 
inches  from  surface  of  ground.  Dig  holes  the  proper  distance  apart, 
set  post  and  tamp  well.  Next  put  in  the  2x4  pieces,  edgewise,  so 
that  the  top  edge  comes  level  with  surface.  This  piece  serves  as 
the  "take  off"  board  in  broad  jump. 

Use  string  with  small  weights  tied  to  both  ends  instead  of 
cane,  to  lay  across  from  post  to  post  when  using  guage  for  high 
jump  or  pole  vault.  * 

Give  two  or  three  coats  of  paint. 

Make  pit  by  digging  out  dirt  and  filling  in  with  leaves,  or 
sawdust,  so  it  will  lessen  the  jar  when  jumping. 
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